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^xh.  No. 
Translatrd  bv 

V 

■defense  language  Branch 


INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBWAL  FOR  TH®*  FAR  EAST 


THE  WITED  STATES  OF  A^^RICA,  et  al 


-vs- 


ARAKT,  Sadao,  et  al 


Sworn  Deposition 


Deponent  fNASU  Dalzaburo 


Having  first  duly  sworn  an  oath  as  on  attached 
sheet  and  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  fe>llowed  in  my 
country  I  hereby  depose  as  follows. 

I  am  ex-MaJ.  Gen.  NASU,  Dalzaburo,  and  now  living  at 

Yagotatendo,  Tempaku-mura ,  Alchl-gun,  in  the  suburbs  of  Nagoya 
olty. 

ARAKI  and  I  were  classmates  In  the  military  academy. 

Since  those  days  he  has  been  opposed  to  Intcr'ference  with  other 
nations  and  coxontrles,  and  advocating  to  Improve  the  national 
morality  of  our  country. 

When  I  was  commander  of  the  gendarmerie  corps  In  Korea, 

I  often  met  to  talk  with  ARAKI  when  I  came  to  Tokyp.  In  the 
spring  of  1924,  we  discussed  the  Korean  problem,  when  He  said 

that  at  the  time  of  the  annexation  of  Korea  with  Japan  he  had  heard 
heard  of  it  abroad  and  ^^t  as  he  was  opposed  to  It  he  wrote 
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about  It  to  his  superior  officer  Gen,  UTSUNOMIYA.  He  said  that 

oven  If  the  Korean  wished  It  the  annexation  was  not  good.  The  j 

reason  of  his  opposition  was  that  a  state  with  Its  own  culture 

and  long  history  should  remain  independent  and  develop  Its 

hereditary  culture.  He  said  that  It  should  be  Independent  by  j 

all  means  and  be  helped  to  be  a  good  country.  He  asserted  j 

that  Japan  should  Improve  her  original  place,  culture  and  I 

spirit  and  that  there  was  every  means  for  Japan  to  live  by,  ^ 

And  thus  he  disapproved  a  territorial  ambition.  Lat^r,  when 

he  was  confronted  with  the  Manchurian  problem,  he  stlcked  to 

the  above-mentioned  assertion.  He  always  said  that  Japan  should 

give  a  fraternal  aid  to  Manchukuo  for  her  healthy  development  | 

even  though  japan  herself  had  poor  resources,  and  should  not  b  1 

be  motivated  v/ith  exploitation,  ’! 

I  I 

While  ABAEI  was  Minister  of  War  I^talked  with  him  privately 
whenever  he  came  to  Nagoya,  and  I  also  heard  him  make  a  sp--ech. 

Whenever  he  came  to  a  point  of  war,  he  emphasized  that  war 

should  have  the  Just  cause  and  that  it  should  be  waged  for  the 

protection  of  the  tradition  of  a  country,  and  not  by  tWrltorlal '  ' 

material,  or  fame  ambitions.  He  taught  that  in  this  connection  * 

the  fundamental  character  of  the  founding  of  the  Imperial  Army 

should  be  token  into  consideration.  It  is  a  famous  fact  that 

after  the  expedition  to  CHINAN  in  1928  AHAKI  who  was  then  chief  ' 

of  the  Military  Operations  Department  of  the  General  Staff  ' 

ilmlted,  with  the  above-mentioned  spirit,  awarded  rewards  only  i 
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to  those  who  had  been  at  the  front,  excluslng  those  who  had 
•  been  at  the  central  posts  of  the  Ariry,  who,  he  said,  must  not 
accept  such  rewards. 

He  said  that  It  was  most  necessary  to  settle  International 
disputes  without  resorting  to  war,  that  when  sacrifice  on  both 
parties  was  so  great  that  there  would  be  mountains  of  corpses  r 
and  rivers  of  hlooi  It  was  an  Ill-conducted  war,  and  that  even 
In  a  prospective  war  a  counter-measure  should  be  considered  to 
avoid  It,  which,  thotagh  difficult,  was  not  Impossible. 

In  the  autumn  of  1934  AR.1KI  occupied  an  easy  post  of  a 
war  councillor.  Once  In  those  days  he  called  on  my  house  after 
a  long  Internal  and  we  had  chat  at  leisure,  when  he  told  me  that 
Japan  was  In  the  most  critical  International  condition  at  the 
time  of  the  Manchurian  Incident  especially  at  the  time  of  the 
Shanghai  Incident,  that  he  was  appointed  Minister  of  7ae  in  the 
midst  of  the  Manchurian  Incident  which  was  threatening  to 
expand  and  that  though  It  was  not  easy  as  It  was  at  the  h^ght 
of  hostilities,  he  brought  them  to  settlement  at  any  rate, 
adding  that  it  was  not  so  successful  as  the  capitulation  of  the 
Y»DC  Castle  (Tokyo)  at  the  Meljl  Restoration.  After  the. out¬ 
break  of  the  Pacific  War  he  published  a  book  entitled  MIOSBTTT^ 
KOSO  (Only  at  the  sacrifice  of  oneself)  In  which  he  wrote  It 
as  the  fundamental  character  of  the  Imperial  Army  to  avoid  a 
war  in  Its  greatest  possibility  and  to  settle  -the  situation.  • 
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In  this  connection  ho  referred  to  the  capitulation  of  the  Y^DO 
Castle,  which  he  approved  very  much.  When  I  read  It  I  knew 
that  what  he  did  and  said  In  the  Manchurian  and  the  Shanghai 
Iholdontfis  were  resulted  from  the  above-mentioned  spirit  of 
his . 

The  capitulation  of  the  YEDO  Castle  to  which  he  referred  Is 
the  following  hlstrlcal 'fact .  At  the  Msljl  Restoration  SAIOO, 
Nanshu,  commander  of  the  attacking  forces  and  KATSU,  Kalahu^ 
commander  of  the  defensive  army  talked  without  reserve  and  .v 
succeeded  In  peaceful  settlement,  which  prevented  Y«‘DO  (Tokyo) 
from  war-damage,  causing  no  oasuallty. 

Since  our  school  days  at  the  military  academy  our  Inter¬ 
course  has  lasted  about  fifty  years.  During  these  years  we 
talked  about  anything  frankly.  He  la  Inher-^nt  pacifist. 

I  never  know  he  has  advocated  by  word  or  deed  aggression, 
jingoism  and  anti-humanism.  On  the  contrary  he  disliked  them 
vary  much.  .1  Just  now  referred  to  his  booklet  entitled 
MIOSUT^^KOSO  (Only  at  the  sacrifice  of  oneself)  In  which  he 
wrote  not  only  what  I  have  stated  but  much  more  to  the  same 
effect.  Therefore  I  would  like  to  present  It  to  the  Tribunal, 

On  this  9  day  of  Sept,  1947 
At  I.M.T.P.F. 

DPPONfnt  /s/  NASU  Dalzaburo  (seal) 

-  4  • 
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I,  HA8DOKA  1Qpi8l^  IHwVy  «ef%lfy  that  the  above  otatewent 

w  as  sworn  by  the  Deponent^  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal 
thereto  In  the  presence  of  this  witness* 

On  the  aamr  dat,  at  the  same  place. 

Witness*  /S/  HASUOKA  KOmel  (seal) 

OATH 

In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the  whole 
truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing* 

/s/  NASU  Dalzaburo  (seal) 


\ 
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